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Congratulations to 
 

Coach 
Joe Speechley  

And the rest of the 2010 
inductees. 

 
Thanks for all of the memories. 

 
From the 

Conklin Scholarship Fund 
Inc. 

 

Congratulations
to the 

2011 Inductees
Jeff Becker-North Rockland

Dan Keeley-North Rockland, RCC
Gene Martin-Tappan Zee

Kristen Conklin-Sullivan -Suffern
Shulton Whitley-Nyack

Wilbur “Web” Wanamaker

Best Wishes
Conklin Scholarship Fund

Inc.
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Congratulations to the 2018 Inductees

 Thomas Dickson – Clarkstown North

Bobby Lawson – Clarkstown North

Chuck Maze – North Rockland

Jackie McCracken Houck – Nanuet

Thomas Sanders – Nyack

Willie Worsley – Spring Valley

Tom O’Brien – Pearl River
Joseph Holland Lifetime Achievement Award

Best Wishes,

Conklin Scholarship Fund Inc.

2018 ROCKLAND COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

-48-

 

Congratulations to 
 

Coach 
Joe Speechley  

And the rest of the 2010 
inductees. 

 
Thanks for all of the memories. 

 
From the 

Conklin Scholarship Fund 
Inc. 

 

Congratulations
to the 

2011 Inductees
Jeff Becker-North Rockland

Dan Keeley-North Rockland, RCC
Gene Martin-Tappan Zee

Kristen Conklin-Sullivan -Suffern
Shulton Whitley-Nyack

Wilbur “Web” Wanamaker

Best Wishes
Conklin Scholarship Fund

Inc.

 

Congratulations to 
 

Coach 
Joe Speechley  

And the rest of the 2010 
inductees. 

 
Thanks for all of the memories. 

 
From the 

Conklin Scholarship Fund 
Inc. 

 

Congratulations to the 2018 Inductees

 Thomas Dickson – Clarkstown North

Bobby Lawson – Clarkstown North

Chuck Maze – North Rockland

Jackie McCracken Houck – Nanuet

Thomas Sanders – Nyack

Willie Worsley – Spring Valley

Tom O’Brien – Pearl River
Joseph Holland Lifetime Achievement Award

Best Wishes,

Conklin Scholarship Fund Inc.

Congratulations to

the 1989 
UNBEATEN 

& UNSCORED UPON

Nanuet Football Team



 

Rockland County Sports Hall of Fame 
Celebrating our 45th Year 

1974 – 2018 
 

 
Congratulations to the 1989 Nanuet Knights football team and Coach Rich Conklin 
and his staff for being selected the first Rockland County Sports Hall of Fame team 
inductee. The Knights were undefeated and did not allow a single point all season 
while winning all their games on the road, a feat not likely to be duplicated. 
According to our bylaws, our organization always had an option to select a team so 
it is with great honor that in our 45th anniversary year we select our first team. This 
is a tradition that we will continue forward each succeeding year at a Rockland 
Boulders baseball game.  
 
I would like to personally thank Bill Madden and Andre Chiavelli for pushing the 
selection of a team and for the work of Bob Veltidi, our selection committee chair, 
and members of that committee for gathering nominations of many excellent teams 
and submitting a ballot of six teams. A full committee vote resulted in 1989 Nanuet 
football being selected our first ever team. 
 
As is our custom at Rockland Boulders games, we will be raising funds for an 
individual who is in need of financial help due to serious injury or illness. This year 
we will be raising funds for Liam Frawley, the former Tappan Zee High School 
athletic director, who suffered a devastating stroke in January 2016. Liam still needs 
extensive therapy and care in his rehabilitation.  
 
On April 21, 2018 we held a very successful 45th annual induction ceremony at the 
Pearl River Elks Club in Nanuet, inducting a distinguished class of seven new 
members. Please visit our website www.rcshf.org to view bios of all our 276 
inductees. The website includes enshrinement requirements for selection, and 
nominations for future candidates or teams can be submitted on-line as well.  
Many thanks to Vinnie Sciortino, all the members of our organization and the 
Rockland Boulders for making this evening memorable. 
 
Peter Scheibner 
Chairman  
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Nanuet
Sports Hall of Fame

Congratulates 
the 1989 
Nanuet 

Football Team

Undefeated!
Unscored upon!
Unbelievable!



1989
Nanuet Golden Knights
Varsity Football Team

Schedule & Results

 25 Pearl River 0

 21  Spackenkill 0

 18  Peekskill  0

 28  Westlake  0

 26  Croton  0

 27  Ardsley 0

 32  Pelham  0

  7  Byram Hills  0

 34  Eastchester  0

Section One Class “C” Bowl Championship

 21  Bronxville  0

FINAL STATS:

Record:    10–0

Points for:  239

against:  0



1989 GOLDEN KNIGHTS1989 GOLDEN KNIGHTS



The Journal News • November 17, 1989  page 35



The Journal News • November 17, 1989  page 41





CONGRATULATIONS

The Nanuet 
Black & Gold Club

1989 Golden Knights
Football

Undefeated – Untied – Unscored Upon
NYS Champs

Rockland County Sports Hall of Fame 
Induction
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Blue Hill Golf Course
$150 Per Person Breakfast & BBQ 

to follow at Blauvelt K oC 

7AM Check-in & Breakfast

8AM Shotgun Start 

FOLLOW US ON: 

 Tappan Zee Dutchman

 @TZathletics

Tappan Zee Athletic 
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FOR MORE INFO VISIT: 
http://tappanzee.ccsct.com

E-MAIL INQUIRIES TO:  

 pdizzine@optonline.net



The North Rockland 
Sports Hall of Fame

June 25th – NR Sports Hall of Fame Golf Outing
Phillip Rotella Golf Course

For more information, contact: 

Coach Joe Casarella, 845-942-3390  •  Frank Schultz, President, 914-329-3709
Kevin Hanlon, Committee Member, 845-942-3390

The North Rockland 
Sports Hall of Fame
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Congratulations to

Rich Conklin
& the 1989 

Nanuet Knights 
Football Team





CONGRATULATIONS
1989 Unbeaten 

& Unscored Upon
Nanuet Football Team

License #H-31-6270

146 Red Schoolhouse Rd.
Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977

Phone: 845-627-1111
Fax: 845-627-6502

email: rob@spilotraspainting.com
www.spilotraspainting.com



Congrats
1989
Nanuet
Football
Team

Matthew W Roth Agency, Inc
Matthew Roth, Agent

210 Main Street
Nanuet, NY 10954
Bus: 845-623-2100 Well played!

Congratulations on a job
well done!

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

1001058.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL



Congratulations 
1989 Nanuet Knights Football Team

The Entire Bailey’s Staff 

845-398-1454 or 845-365-4004  • 136 Erie Street • Blauvelt, NY 10913
www.baileyssmokehouseny.com

Mike Finucane is one of the most accomplished 
players to wear a Golden Knights football uniform. 
Armed with a sprinter’s speed, ironman durability, 
bruising toughness and a competitive fervor, Mike 
hefted the team on his shoulders and helped carry 
the Knights to a Section 1 championship, two league 
titles, two Bowl game appearances and a glittering 23-
4 record during a record-breaking three-year varsity 
career.

Of course, if you ask Mike he’ll defer much of the 
credit to less-heralded teammates who paved the way 
for his ground-eating thrusts downfi eld. “I remember 
the team effort. That’s what it’s all about,” Mike says. 
“I got a lot of accolades, but a lot of linemen and lead 
blockers put me in that position,” guys like backfi eld 
mates Kurt and Scott Sahlstrom, fullback Bill Annesi, 
and linemen Paul and Steve Bailey, Pat and Tim Harris 
and Paul Hannon, among others.

As a halfback, Mike was the complete package. 
Speed? His sophomore year he just missed the school 
record with a blistering 50.2 seconds in the 400-
meter dash, earning second-team All-County honors 
in spring track. Durability? He averaged 25 carries 
a game for three years, totaling 577 carries and 
averaging 5.2 yards a carry with only three fumbles 
lost. Toughness? He played three-quarters of Nanuet’s 
1981 bowl game with torn tissue in his back, a game 
Nanuet won 14-8 over Eastchester with Mike serving 
primarily as a decoy.

By the time he hung up his No. 42 uniform in the fall 

of 1982, Mike had harvested a cornucopia of honors: 
fi rst Rockland schoolboy to break 3,000 yards rushing 
in a career; a career total of 3,015 yards that broke 
the previous County record of North Rockland legend 
Jim Brechbiel (1968-71) by more than 650 yards, and 
is still the Nanuet school record; a County-record 38 
touchdowns, eclipsing the previous mark of 33 held 
by Haverstraw’s Joe Natale (1960-62); surpassing 
100 yards rushing in 12 straight games; a school-
record 577 career carries; and holding eight individual 
offensive school records, four each for a season and 
for a career.

Mike made second-team All New York State as a 
junior and fi rst-team All-State as a senior. He also 
reaped WRKL/Nanuet National Bank Athlete of 
the Season laurels in the fall of ’82, Journal-News 
Scholar-Athlete of the Week the same season, fi rst-
team All-League in 1981 and ’82, and was a Jerry Leo 
Memorial Scholarship winner in 1983.

“Mike had a great competitive spirit and was easy to 
motivate,” says Rich Conklin, Mike’s football coach. 
“It didn’t take much to challenge him and once you 
did, you had him on the right track. Mike was quick, 
durable, tough and highly competitive. And he was 
always explosive. He had the potential to turn any 
given play into a touchdown.”

Mike was the product of a Nanuet system that taught 
the same basic schemes from the seventh/eighth-
grade level right up to varsity. Freshman coach Rich 
Loughlin, assisted by Jerome Bonomolo, schooled 

Mike Finucane
Football & Track

Class of 1983

Rockland's Favorite Italian Cuisine 
for Family & Friends

Dine in our newly renovated dining rooms!

New!  Expanded Wine List

Enjoy Full Course Meals of Seafood, 
Veal, Chicken & Pasta

Full Bar and Waitress Service

HOLIDAY RESERVATIONS
Now Being Taken for Our Party Rooms

Off-Premises Catering Menu Also Available

Please reserve early!

R E S TAU R A N T & P I Z Z E R I A

121 Rockland Center ,  Rt.  59 •  Nanuet, NY  10954  •  845-623-7050  •  www.posaposa.com

"In the food tradition of our hometown - Positano, Italy"

ESTABLISHED 1984
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Voted “Best Pizza” - Journal News
Gluten Free & Whole Wheat 

Pizza & Pasta Available

The First & Last Step In Printing.

Demarest Mill Office Park

121 West Nyack Road, Nanuet, New York 10954

Phone: (845) 623-2277 • Fax: (845) 623-2279 

Email: sales@mmpnanuet.com

Visit Us On The Web

www.MMPnanuet.cOM

Get An Estimate • Send A File • Review Your Proof

Congratulations to the 

Nanuet High School 14th Annual Sports Hall of Fame

and all the 2015 Hall of Fame Inductees
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ENSHRINEMENT REQUIREMENTS

The Rockland County Sports Hall of Fame was established to honor outstanding sportsmen and sportswomen, living 
and deceased, who have gained prominence while residing or competing in, or have brought recognition to Rockland 
County. To be considered for nomination to the Hall of Fame, candidates must meet the following criteria:

 A.  Attain prominence in sports as an athlete, coach, manager, o�cial, owner, writer, broadcaster  
or supporter.

 B.  Reside or have resided in Rockland County, competed here at the time of their prominence, or  
brought fame to Rockland County as a result of their accomplishments.

 C. Be a person of integrity and good character.

 D.   Candidates cannot be considered until 10 years after their high school class graduation, except  
in special cases.

Our committee encourages the public to send athletic resumes/nominations of prospective candidates to Screening 
Committee chairman Bob Veltidi, 35 Van Orden Avenue, Su�ern, NY 10901. Nominees are reviewed by this committee 
and, if accepted, voted upon for enshrinement by the committee as a whole.

The Hall of Fame Committee holds monthly meetings the first Tuesday of the month from October to May. Anyone 
wishing to join the organization should write to Chairman Pete Scheibner, 1 Captain McGovern Drive, Stony Point, 
N.Y. 10980, or e-mail him at scheibnp@msn.com.

Each inductee in the Rockland County Sports Hall of Fame receives a commemorative trophy and is further honored 
with an individual plaque, which is given to the inductee’s high school for public display.

The Rockland County Sports Hall of Fame is more than awards and trophies and dinners, however. It is really about 
people – Rockland County people who have had an impact in the world of sports. A total of 269 such individuals 
have been honored since the hall’s inception in 1974.

The Hall of Fame has evolved from those early beginnings to become a recognized presence in Rockland County 
athletics. In addition to its annual dinner, where it honors new inductees, the hall makes sizable donations to 
worthwhile local organizations and charities. Included among these donations have been cash gifts to:

• ARC • Varsity Athletes Against Substance Abuse • Salvation Army 
• Haverstraw Little League Save the Fields Fund • American Cancer Society • Special Olympics  

• Venture • Big Brothers-Big Sisters • Challenger Little League • YMCA Youth Programs • Homes for Heroes 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (OFFICERS)

Peter Scheibner ......................................Chairman 
 Vincent Sciortino .......................... Vice Chairman 
 Jamie Kempton ...................................... Secretary 
 Peter Castellano .....................................Treasurer

DIRECTORS

        Bob Baird
Tom Collins
Christine Conklin-Sullivan
Pat D’Auria

Pat Dizzine
Steve Dugandzic
Gene Erickson
Arthur Hyman

Jim Kane
Chuck Maze
Sid McGready
Bill Rubbert

Gibby Sweet
Alan Veltidi
Bob Veltidi
Dan White
Robbie Woods

Rockland County Sports Hall of FameRockland County
Sports Hall of Fame
Rockland County

Sports Hall of Fame

ENSHRINEMENT REQUIREMENTS



-7-

2018 ROCKLAND COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

Rockland County Sports Hall of Fame
Nomination Form

Nominee: ____________________________________________________________________________________
                                                           (Last)                                                                                               (First)                                                                     (M)

Current Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________________________________Date Submitted: _______________________
* If deceased, please give name, address and phone number of family member.

H.S. and Year of Graduation: ____________________________________________________________________

College and Year of Graduation: _________________________________________________________________

On a separate typewritten page, list all of the significant accomplishments of the  
nominee, both as a Rockland County resident and otherwise. Please be as specific as  

possible. Include varsity sports played in high school and college, dates, letters  
earned, honors won, records set, post-collegiate achievements, etc.

* Please submit a clear black-and-white or color photo of the nominee.

Nominating Person:

Last name: _____________________________________________First: __________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________________________________________________________________________

Please Submit to:

Bob Veltidi
Chairman, Selection Committee

Rockland County Sports Hall of Fame
35 Van Orden Avenue

Suffern, NY 10901

NOMINATION FORM

Rockland County Sports Hall of FameRockland County
Sports Hall of Fame
Rockland County

Sports Hall of Fame



PREMIER
COLLISION CENTER, LLC.

CONGRATULATIONS

to the 

1989 Nanuet Football Team

186 South Main Street
Nanuet, New York 10954

24 Hour Emergency Towing

Lou Sciortino

845-624-0859
Fax 845-624-0849

Authorized Insurance Repair



Nanuet High School Athletic Department

Congratulates and Salutes

COACH RICH CONKLIN 
1 989 FOOTBALL T EAM

UNDEFEATED •~~ UNTIED  ~~ UNSCORED UPON

AND

THE FIRST TEAM TO BE INDUCTED 

INTO THE 

Rockland County Sports Hall of Fame

GO GOLDEN KNIGHTS 

PRIDE AND TRADITION

JUNE 14, 2018


