
























ED McGRATH 
Clarkstown’s Ed 
McGrath Named 
“Coach of Year” 
By SAM BASSO 
 
  Ed McGrath, Clarkstown High’s 
court mentor, who brought the last 
place Ram’s of last year to a co-
championship this season, received 
the honor of “PSAL basketball coach 
of the year” by the Sherwood News-
papers. 
  Lanky, likeable Ed McGrath and his 
charges absorbed plenty of setbacks 
since the centralization of the school 
district. The last time the Purple and 
Gold won a basketball crown was in 
1941, when they were the Congers 
Lakesiders, with a 9-3 record. 
  In the first two years of campaign-
ing the Rams went 1-11. The first 
year the Maggies stopped Suffern 
for their first win since centralization 
and last season Clarkstown won 
their only hoop contest from Pearl 
River. The Rams overall record for 
‘57-’58 was 1-16. Many times close 
but only two wins was the Clark-
stown story – until this season.  
  Under McGrath, the Rams climbed 
the league ladder in a full swoop. 
They took the 1958-59 co-cham-
pionship with TZ, each with a 10-2 
record. Tappan Zee, losing twice in 
league competition, met defeat both 
times at the hands of Clarkstown. 

Winning on the Piermont bandbox 
was an accomplishment unclaimed 
by the county teams - except  
Clarkstown. They humbled the  
Piermonters in a game which for the 
first time, disintegrated the other-
wise smooth functioning combina-
tion. 
  Clarkstown traveled to Spring Val-
ley and came through after a tough 
encounter with a 47-43 win. The 
Tigers were tough at home and lost 
their only other game to the Taps. 
Then came the explosion at TZ –and 
Clarkstown caused it, 54-47. Nyack 
was the only team which could stop 
the Rams and the Indians did it first 
at New City, 59-47, and then at 
Nyack, 59-52. All the remaining 
games were won by the Maggies by 
comparatively close scores. The 
team finished fourth in high scoring 
totals (637 points) and had 578 
points scored against them. 
  Ed McGrath went to high school at 
Northampton, Massachusetts, and 
played varsity for four years on the 
baseball and basketball teams at St 
Michael’s. The Navy got McGrath 
and he was a radar man on a man-
of-war. He was attending officer’s 
candidate school just prior to getting 
his honorable discharge. 
  Big Ed finished his college at the 
University of Massachusetts, major-
ing in history. He played varsity bas-
ketball for four years. This is where 
he met Reuith McKenny. Miss 
McKenny is now Mrs. McGrath. The 
McGraths have four lovely children, 
Jimmie 8, Brad 7, Sheila 6, and Jef-
fery 3. Ed and Reuith were married 
shortly after graduation. 
  Ed coached and taught at North-
ampton Vocational High School. His 
basketball team took the title the 
first and second years. In 1956, 
McGrath started at Clarkstown and 
had two disastrous seasons. 
  Such outstanding court stars as 
Walt Kaye and John Machold owe 
their court savvy to McGrath’s 
coaching. Clarkstown’s key to suc-
cess this season was their team play 
- to this end, Coach McGrath’s in-
fluence is clearly discernable. 
  This is a “first” for Clarkstown Cen-
tral. McGrath is the first Clarkstown 
coach to be honored as “coach of 
the year” since centralization. 
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Clarkstown Upsets 
Dutchmen 

at Tap Court



THE ROCKLAND COUNTY JOURNAL NEWS 

WAITING FOR THE BELL for the opening of the P.S.A.L. basketball season is the 
Clarkstown Central varsity squad pictured above. The Rams, who are considered a 
prime threat to defending champ Tappan Zee, are lined up as follows: front row, left 
to right, Rich Alexander, Johnny Machold, Dennis Pozsar and Pete Gotay; second 
row: Lou Toscano, Jim Vellane, Paul Itkin and Tom Fenton; third row: Tom Peterson, 
Joe Brady, Jerry Lindenberger, Bill Sheldon and Mike Sosnowich; and in the rear;  
F. Beasley and Mike Griffin. Clarkstown opens at Spring Valley tomorrow night. 



Taps, Rams Scrap It  
Out Tomorrow Night 

By Joe MARSICO 

  It’s ulcer harvest time in county PSAL 
basketball circles as for the second time 
this week the card features a clutch battle 
when six teams swing into action tomor-
row evening. 
  This time it will be the two contenders 
squaring off in what could be the deciding 
battle for the 1958-59 crown. The site is 
Piermont. The challenger is Clarkstown. 
  Two other games are slated, one for 
Pearl River where Haverstraw’s Red 
Raiders visit and the other is Spring Valley 
with the guests being Suffern’s Mounties. 
Nyack, all but eliminated by Tappan Zee 
on Tuesday and reduced to the role of 
“spoiler” has the night off. 
  Grabbing a page from the late Al Smith’s 
book: “Let’s look at the record” for a more 
comprehensive picture on the impending 
showdown battle. 
  Everything points to a Tappan Zee vic-
tory except the fact that the Rams have 
been the only county team to take the 
measure of Coach Bill Moran’s talented 
troupe. They did it in the first half, 59-49. 
  Tappan Zee, in piling up its six wins in 
seven tries has racked up 479 points for a 
69 point per game average. This is 103 
more points than Clarkstown’s 373 for a 
54 point average in the same number of 
games. But Clarkstown did beat the Taps 
the first time they met. 

Defense Even 
  Defensively it is a flat-footed deadlock, 
both teams having given up 338 points or 
49 per game. That’s exactly the number 
of points Tappan Zee scored when they 
lost to Clarkstown in the first half. 
  The Dutchmen have been tattooing their 
opponents by at least a 20 point average 
while Clarkstown has been accomplishing 
the same thing with a modest five point 
difference. But both have the same 
records, six wins and one defeat. 
  Now we come to the final point, the 
home court “advantage”. How much does 
it count? We shall see. The game is at 
Piermont. You figure it. 
  And then we have the personnel making 
up each club. Tappan Zee has the free-
scoring, easy-going Charlie Hogan, who a 
few weeks ago broke the single game 
scoring record with 49 points. And then 
they have just about the toughest  
rebounder in the loop in Matt Rehtorovic. 
For extra board strength Moran can count 
on Carl Brawner. 
  In the backcourt, Tappan Zee has about 
the best duo around in Joe Campoli, 
feeder par-excellence, and Dave Galgano, 
a dead-eye from any part of the tiny Tap 
home floor. The Tappan Zee bench is 
about the best stocked in the county. 

Machold Leader 
  Clarkstown counters with Johnny Mac-
hold, a fine rebounder and top scorer; 
Richie Alexander, big enough to be a fine 
rebounder but also a great shot from the 
side and corner. Then there is Lou Tos-
cano, who’s rebounding has done wonders 
for the Rams. 
  Guiding the attack will be the combina-
tion of Denny Pozsar and Jimmy Vellane. 
Vellane is a counter-part for Galgano, a 
good ball handler and fine shot, while Poz-
sar, not noted for his scoring, can set up 
the big men. 
  Coach McGrath also has the advantage 
of a fairly well stocked bench and can 
make moves without hurting his club. 
  So there it is, the big one of the year, 
being played in the smallest gym where 
seats no doubt will be at a premium. We 
suggest you get there early, real early, if 
you hope to get in for this one. 
     

–CAGE CALLS– 
ART HOPPER (18-6): 
Tappan Zee by 15 
Spring Valley by 8 
Pearl River by 4 

= 

DICK WOOTEN (18-6): 
Tappan Zee by 16 
Spring Valley by 9 
Haverstraw by 3 

= 

DICK BAKER (18-6): 
Tappan Zee by 12 
Spring Valley by 9 
Pearl River by 5 

JOE MAURER (18-6): 
Tappan Zee by 12 
Spring Valley by 9 
Pearl River by 5 

= 

JOE MARSICO (17-7): 
Tappan Zee by 9 

Spring Valley by 12 
Haverstraw by 6 

= 

GEORGE MUELLER (15-9): 
Tappan Zee by 6 

Spring Valley by 14 
Pearl River by 12 



  There’s no substitute for hustle. Clark-
stown’s Rams had plenty of it last night, 
twice coming form behind ten-point defi-
cits, finally battling into a six-point 11th 
hour lead, and then holding on for a 59-
57 win over Tappan Zee to project them-
selves over the defending champs into 
undisputed possession of first place in the 
PSAL basketball race. 
  It marked the second time this season 
that Coach Ed McGrath’s crew has taken 
the measure of the Flying Dutchmen and 
stamps the Rams as a definite threat for 
this years crown. 
  As for the Dutchmen, the pressure sud-
denly shifts on them for they must win the 
rest of the way if they hope to stay close 
enough to take advantage of any slipup by 
Clarkstown. 
  The win by the Rams also explodes a 
myth that Tappan Zee teams do not lose 
on their home court. The Taps can and al-
ways could be taken on their home floor if 
the opposition came in with the proper 
mental attitude. Clarkstown apparently 
did last night. 
  There were six heroes for the Rams  
as all of Coach McGrath’s charges played 
a big part in the downfall of the Dutchie 
dynasty. 

The Cast 
  Big Lou Toscano, surviving through a pair 
of nose bleeds, only scored five points but 
he battled Matt Rechtorovic, the Tappan 
Zee board pounder, to a standstill. 
  Johnny Machold, whose three quick 
buckets late in the fourth period finally put 
the Rams in front to stay, also did a bang-
up job under the boards. 
  Richie Alexander, with his pet one-
hander working well, kept the Rams in 
close during the first half. 
  Denny Pozsar, with his ball handling 
playing an important part, found time in 
the third period to deposit five points in a 
row to stem a mounting Tappan Zee lead. 
  Jimmy Vellane, operating out front with 
Pozsar, did well in that respect and capped 
it with a pair of inportant buckets in the 
last period. 
  And Pete Gotay, the only substitute em-
ployed by McGrath, did well in spelling Lou 
Toscano and Alexander. 

Panic Shows 
  Tapppan Zee did well in defeat but a 
semblance of panic crept into the picture 
when they found themselves down by four 
with but a minute left to play. Standing 
out in that situation was Dave Galgano, 
who battled the Rams right down to the 
final buzzer. Hogan also did well under the 
pressure. 
  Rechtorovic, who topped the Tap scoring 
list, went a bit eratic in those closing mi-
nutes and the usually reliable Joe Campoli 
seemed to be hurrying those pin-point 
passes a bit too much. 
  The Dutchies had gone into the final 
period sporting a four-point, 51-47 bulge 
and seemed in control of the situation. 
The Rams came on to make their own 
breaks.  
  Vellane started with a driving lay-up that 
was matched by Hogan just before   
Johnny Machold took charge. Big John hit 
on a drive at 3:45 of the semester, came 
in with a one-hander at 4:15 to knot the 
count at 53 all and 15 seconds later 
dropped in a rebound to put Clarkstown in 
front to stay. 
  Here the play got a bit erratic on both 
sides as passes misconnected, shots were 
off target with the Rams still holding to 
their two-point bulge. 

Out Goes Lou 
  Toscano fouled out with 1:34 to play and 
it looked like the Taps might make it. But 
Vellane drifted in with a one-hander, 
Gotay and Machold hit with single foul 
shots to make it 59-53 with a minute to 
plat. 
  Hogan drove for a deuce that was nulli-
fied on what appeared to be a double call, 
official Bud Haring calling the shot good 
and George Lucas detecting a foul before 
the shot, wiping out the bucket and 
awarding two shots.  
  Much discussion followed, with Lucas’ 
call standing, Hogan hit the two shots and 
the Taps were still down four points. Gal-
gano drifted under for the final two points 
just before the game-ending buzzer 
sounded. 
  Both clubs started in a rush, the first 
period seeing the nets stuffed for 43 
points and the Rams giving an indication 

Rams Check Defending 
Champs For 59-57 Win 

By Joe MARSICO 



that they meant business as they took a 
22-21 lead at the first break. 
  Eight points by Alexander and seven by   
Johnny Machold were the bulk of the Ram 
total while Hogan and Rechtorovic hit for 
eight each for the Taps. 

Get Hot 
  Rechtorovic, Hogan, Campoli and  
Galgano hit their stride mid-way through 
the second period and projected the 
Dutchmen into a 10-point 35-25 lead at 
the minute mark. Here the Taps were at 
their best, Campoli directing the play and 
setting up like a magician. 
  But the dogged determination of the 
Clarkstowners began to show as Al-
exander, Machold and Pozsar hit on con-
secutive shots to cut that lead to four. 
Tappan Zee maintained a 39-33 spread 
when Galgano hit one of his pet heaves 
just before the half ended. 
  Galgano and Rechtorovic, in the early 
minutes of the third period, again spurted 
the Taps out to a ten-point lead. Toscano 
hit on a drive from the corner and Pozsar 
did his best work of the season in coming 
in with five straight points on a pair of 
buckets capped by a free shot to cut the 
lead to a mere three points. 
  Alternating baskets from that point gave 
the Dutchies a 51-47 lead going into the 
final period. 

Varied Defense 
  Clarkstown’s 3-2 zone gave the Dutchies 
trouble all the way and their on-and-off-
again backcourt press did its job in check-
ing the fast-breaking Dutchies. 
  Tappan Zee stayed in its patented zone 
most of the way but swung to man-to-
man in the final period for some reason 
and the move back-fired. 
  Rechtorovic, with 19 points, was the 
scoring leader of the game as Hogan and 
Galgano hit for 16 each. Machold’s 18 
topped Clarkstown while Alexander 
dropped in 14 and Vellane ten. All of the 
Rams hit the scoring column. 
  Tappan Zee’s jayvees recovered from 
their recent loss to Nyack when they came 
up with a comfortable 47-36 win over the 
Ram juniors. The Tap juniors had piled up 
a 28-16 lead at the half and maintained it 
the rest of the way. 
  Tom Palkovic led the winners with 19 
points and Mozer had 11. Steve Drum-
mond and Al Stanton had ten each for 
Coach Jim Hessian’s crew. 
  Sammy Frasco worked the jayvee game 
alone, quite a task in the small Piermont 
gym... Rams fans jammed the gate before 
it opened and almost froze out the Dutchie 
rooters who showed up a bit late. Lines 
were forming at six o’clock. 

The Lineups: 
 
Clarkstown (59) Tappan Zee (57) 
                 G  F   T                    G   F   T 
Machold         7   4   18   Rechtorovic   7    5   18 
Alexander      7   0   14   Hogan           6    4   16 
Toscano         2   1    5    Campoli        1    4    6 
Vellane           4   2   10   Brawner       0    0    0 
Pozsar           4   1    9    Galgano        8    0   16 
Gotay            1   1    3    Coriano         0    0    0  
Totals           25  9   59   Totals          22  13  57 

Score by Quarters: 
Clarkstown               22   11   14   12  –   59 
Tappan Zee              21   18   12     6  –   57  
Officials: Lucas and Haring 
 
Clarkstown JV (36) Tappan Zee JV (47) 
                 G  F   T                    G   F   T 
Drummond    4   3   10   Mack            2    1    5 
Stanton         5   0   10   Palkovic        9    1   19 
Gertrell          4   1    9    Mozer           4    3   11 
Wissig           0   2    0    Blauvelt        2    0    4 
Dusanenko     2   1    5    Luccetti         2    4    8 
                                     Braunner      0    0    0  
Totals           15  6   36   Totals          19   9   47 

Score by Quarters: 
Clarkstown JV                8     8   9   11  –   36 
Tappan Zee JV             12   16    7     12  –   47  
Officials: Sam Frasco 



Inducted into the Rockland County 
Sports Hall of Fame Class of 1982

ED McGRATH 

The ultra-successful Clarkstown H.S. basketball coach for 20 seasons, 1957 to 1976. 
Between 1963 and 1972, his teams won 136 games and lost only 14 ... that includes 
a record 56 consecutive victories in Rockland PSAL competition, and three straight 
unbeaten PSAL seasons. McGrath's teams won 10 Rockland County PSAL champion-
ships, eight of them outright. His career coaching record was 190 wins, 92 defeats. 
His great 1972 club, anchored by Hall of Fame center Bob Mathias, captured the Sec-
tion 9 Class A championship. That was the farthest his team could go, since there 
was no NYS tournament at that time. Clarkstown won four straight Rockland PSAL 
titles twice under McGrath, 1963-1966, and 1969-1972. McGrath won Coach of the 
Year honors 10 times. His teams were always well-coached and fundamentally sound. 
As an athlete, McGrath won seven letters in baseball and basketball at St. Michael's 
High School in Northampton, Mass., and nine varsity letters in basketball, baseball 
and soccer at the University of Massachusetts. He captained many of his high school 
and college teams. As a senior, he was selected as an All-America soccer goalie.

CLARKSTOWN NORTH  
RAMS




