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DINNER PROGRAM

Call to Order and Welcome .................. Chairman Joe Holland
Pledge of Allegiance ........... .. .. ... o iiiiiininn Joe Holland
Invocation .......... ... ... i, Ref. Farrell Hopkins
Masterof Ceremonies. .. .........oiiiiin s Leon Pesner
COMMITTEES
DEIICE 2« oo coieee o o mbalfe st s 1 o 5 7% 1 Ghemi o B e 5 s 646 3 8% B 105 Leon Pesner
Program Book .......... ... .. .. . . il Harry Jackson
PUBLIGILY w0 s oo cimimas s o sivmss o sins ol e sinisaio sie’s ornimm s os Bob Bacheller
ScholatShip < v. swwss ¢ srmane s suwmmisbs smmbes swos Shirley Sweetman
SCIEENING : s ismms s smmmns soaemnto «bord oo lesle wds o o Joe Grasso
SHIINEI . o+ von b5 it s’ 5imains s sRRE R wiw F. McGarvey & Joe Brilli
THOPNY e « ompieims « aim wisminne @ oo omioliog & o 518387 b dnd & FIE GRS & A A. Bogish

NEW INDUCTEES

Wilbur J. (Wil) Arietta
Joseph (Josh) Bolack

Eugene (Gene) Erickson
Anthony John Gemma
Joe (The Saint) St. Lawrence

Concluding Remarks and Thanks . . .................... Leon Pesner
Benediction . . ... e E AR B EBEY § P EBRHG ¢ P EEEEE 5 Rev. Farrell Hopkins

Music for Dancing by Don Mario

Flowers donated by Al Dykstra

ENSHRINEMENT REQUIREMENT

The Rockland County Sports Hall of Fame was established to
honor outstanding professional and amateur sportsmen, living and
deceased, who have gained prominence while residing in Rockland
County. To be considered for nomination to the Sports Hall of
Fame, a prospective candidate must meet the following criteria:

A. Attain prominence in either professional or amateur
sports as a player, coach, manager, official, owner,
writer or broadcaster.

B. Have been a resident of Rockland County at the time
of his or her prominence.

C. Be a person of integrity and good character.

D. A period of 5 years shall have elapsed since he or she
gained prominence.

Nominations for consideration by the Hall of Fame Committee are
solicited from the general public. Nominees are reviewed by the
screening committee and then voted upon for enshrinement by the
entire .committee.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (OFFICERS)

Joe Holland « <o covs s sammus sumsene e smnmans s sumnnsssnas Chairman

JOe BUIlli.. .covs s s immass samos s smeasns s 5@ s s dans Vice Chairman

Shirley Sweetman ................ it Secretary

HarryJackson ........... ... . i Treasurer
DIRECTORS

Marie Aussner Ethel Doller Frank McGarvey

Bob Bacheller Kay Grandel Leon Pesner

Al Bogish Joe Grasso Ed Sickles

Jim Brown Elliot Sisco

Joe Holland — Chairman Emeritus



SPORTS HALL OF FAME
PAST RECIPIENTS

i 1974

Charles (Chuck) Aleno
'Henry (Peck) Artopee

Dr. Daniel (Danny) Fortman

-Joseph (Jo-Jo) Mackey
Howard (Howie) Pierson

1975

Roger Brown

Joe D’Auria

Bill Drescher

Bill Hogan

Donald ‘Pop’ Sherwood

1976

‘H. Parker Talman
1John Koster

Jim Ridlon

Pete D’Auria
‘Gloria Callan Jones

1977

August Bradley Chapman
'Nick Gamboli

Ed Greene

Harry Jackson

Richard (Gus) Shankey
Paul Toscano

! 1978

‘James (Jim) Brown
Harold (Hale) DeChelfin
James (Jim) Faulk
James A. Schnaars
Nicholas (Nick) Mottola
Ira Shuttleworth

1979

Bob Bacheller

Frank Cosentino
Harry Dee Dembnicki
Jerry Hollahan

Bob Grossman

E. J. Maurers

Bruno Ablondi

-1980

Dr. Jeffrey Munson
Arthur Orlando
Britain Patterson
Nickolas Ryder
Horace Tyrus

Emil Willis

Mickey Wittman

1981

Arthur Hopper
Frank Horan
Howard Johnson
Lester Lepori
Walter Ostrom
Victor Shankey
William Yuda

1982

Frank DePatta
Tony Gamboli, Jr.
Bill Perry

George Jakowenko
Ed McGrath

1983

Warren Austin
Jim Brechbiel
Frank Dawson
Jeanette Paddock
Walter Sickles

1984

Jim Ashcroft
Marvin Branche
Ralph Cordisco
Bryan Hassett
Bob Tierney

WILBUR J. (WIL) ARIETTA

Good things come in small packages? You better believe it!

A case in point is Wilbur J. (Wil) Arietta, Nyack native and long time
resident of Nanuet, who died at the age of 59 in 1981.

Wil was an extremely “small package”, scaling the diminutive height of
five feet, three inches (5’3”) and tipping the scales at a modest 145
pounds. It did not hamper his athletic ability, however.

Arietta attended Nyack High School in the years just prior to World
War II and was a letterman in all three of the so-called “major” sports,
football, basketball and baseball. In addition, Wil was selected to All
County teams in all three sports. . .As a running back on the football
field...as a leading scorer and forward on the Indian basketball
team. . .and. . .as a catcher, yes, CATCHER, on the Nyack High baseball
team. His batting average during his high school career was well in excess
of .400. But that was just the beginning of a very active and illustrious
athletic career for Arietta. Wil went on to become an outstanding short-
stop in Rockland County softball circles and for many years plied his cat-
ching trade with the Nyack Blue Sox of the Rockland County Baseball
League. During his high school days, however, came a tip on things to
come in still another sport where size is of little value. . .bowling. While
still a student, Arietta rocked Rockland’s then small bowling world with a
720 series on games of 255, 197 and 268. It marked him as a real “‘comer”
in the game.

His biggest accomplishment was to come on March 23, 1949 at the
Nyack Bowling Center. Here in an era when ally oiling was unheard of
and the lanes were finished with shellac, Arietta, rolling for the St. George
Hotel team in the Nyack Classic League, put together games of 255, 258
and 279 for a fantastic 792 series. It was the fifth highest 3-game set
recorded by the American Bowling Congress during the 1948-49 season in
the United States.



Team; was selected as one of the goalies. As team prepared to leave for
Cortina, Italy, for the 56 Olympics there were insufficient funds. Five
players were cut from team. One goalie from east and one from west was
sent. Mr. Erickson was cut as east goalie because the one sent had been
on team before. Mr. Erickson on standby.

Professional: Ice Hockey: Schenectady Generals. Named ‘“‘Best Goalie
in the Loop;” “Best Goalie of the Interstate Hockey League.” Red
Hockey Team (before our local league was started); Rockland Colonials;
Rockland Rockets (still playing goalie as of 3/77).

Sponsor: Through his business Erickson sponsors youths in ice hockey,
baseball, bowling, and has coached them.

In September Erickson was one of 14 invited by the NHA to act as a
host to Bobby Orr, and was a guest at the dinner given in Orr’s honor in
New York City. Also, when Orr was in Rockland Country recently at
Sport-A-Rama, Erickson was a sponsor.

ANTHONY JOHN GEMMA

Graduated from Dobbs Ferry High School in Westchester County.
Earned twelve varsity letters in football, basketball, and baseball. All-
League in basketball and baseball during junior and senior years.

Scholarships to Fordham but pursued a pro baseball career with the
New York Giant organization in Jackson, Tenn. of the Appalachian
League as a pitcher.

Enlisted in the Navy on May 4, 1942; played on Bob Feller’s Naval
base team composed of college and professional players. (big league). A
member of the base team in basketball at Newport, Rhode Island. Acted
as a swimming instructor for naval recruits also.

Left Rhode Island for Mediterranean theatre in Africa. A member of
championship basketball team at the naval station versus Army and Air
Force teams.

Assigned to active duty on a minesweeper in Mediterranean. Later

reassigned to the Pacific theatre of operations.

Returned to Dobbs Ferry to marry high-school sweetheart, Molly
Muscente. The Gemma’s have 3 children, Robert, Marianne, and Bar-
bara, and 1 grandson, Jason Bonanno.

Enrolled at Ithaca College under the G.I. Bill in 1947. Played football,
baseball and basketball in freshman year, later just played varsity
baseball under “Bucky Freeman”. In summer played in Border League at
Ontario, Canada.

Became assistant freshman football and assistant varsity baseball
coach while doing graduate work.

Taught Physical Education at Deposit High School in the early fifties.
Coached varsity football, J.V. basketball and varsity baseball.

Arrived at Clarkstown High School in 1954, as varsity baseball coach,
later varsity wrestling and freshman basketball included.

A member for ten years of Rockland County Soccer Association for
college and high school.

Retired in 1975 from baseball, after winning league, sectional and
regional championship.

Record consists of ten championships in twenty years, seven con-
secutive championships. Coach of the year five times.

JOSEPH ST. LAWRENCE

Mr. St. Lawrence began his career at Suffern High School in
September, 1942 to replace Ed Greene who was on duty with the Navy.
One month later “The Saint” went into the Navy as well for a three year
stint. He returned to Suffern High in 1945 to become Director of
Physical Education and Director of Athletics in Ramapo Central District.

During his tenure at Suffern, Joe continued active in coaching and of-
ficiating. He took over the football team until 1951 and had or shared 3



RCPSAL championships, developing fine teams and notable athletes
such as Ralph Consiglio and Joe Nappo. '

From 1945 up until 1964 Joe Saint continued as Track and Cross-
Country coach. In all that time, it was rare that Suffern teams were not in
top contention or at least producing premier athletes in various events.
Six PSAL titles, 5 Section 9 championships and 1 Cross-Country Sec-
tional Championship highlighted the team achievements.

Joe St. Lawrence was both a promoter and an ambassador of the sport
of Track and Field. In 1946 he began the annual tradition of bringing
Suffern athletes to the Penn Relays, a practice that is almost sacred to
Rockland Track coaches today. As early as 1959-60 he was introducing
Suffern athletes to running on the boards on indoor tracks at Madison
Square Garden, the 168th Street Armory and West Point. In the late
1950’s the Triple Jump was introduced at Suffern’s home meets to
develop interest in the event. By 1963, New York State recognized the
event as part of the program.

In 1953-54, Joe was awarded a Fullbright Scholarship by the State
Department to teach, coach and learn in the Middle East and Europe. In
1954 he became the principal National Coach for Athletics and Chair-
man of Olympic Development in Iraq. While in a capacity of consultant
to the Ministry of Education in Iraq, Joe established both an Inter-
collegiate Championship Meet, National Championship Competition,
and Olympic Team Selection proecdures. In addition to this, he helped to
coach one athlete to world class status in the Long and Triple Jumps.

Joe St. Lawrence has led his life totally in dedication to the two things
he loves the most — sport and his fellow man.

Schultz Ford
Nanuet, NY
Rockland’s

#1 Dealer



HI-TOR LANES HANNEMANN

Route 9W W. Haverstraw, N.Y.

“HOME OF HIGH SCORES” FUNERAL HOME

Congratulations

HENRY E. HANNEMANN

WILBUR ARIETTA GENE ERICKSON KEITH R. TAYLOR
JOSH BOLACK TONY GEMMA 88 SOUTH BROADWAY
JOE ST. LAWRENCE NYACK, N.Y.

PHONE: 358-0573
Ed Waldo, Manager

“CHOOSE A FUNERAL DIRECTOR -
NOT JUST A FUNERAL HOME”

POLISH FALCONS OF AMERICA

ERICKSON OLDS, INC. 188 Grand Street

& Brooklyn, NY
TOYOTA OF ROCKLAND, INC.

“Where Service Leads the Way”

Compliments of

GENE ERICKSON 215 ROUTE 59 GRAND STREET BOYS

PRESIDENT Mo'jcs)ggé N.Y. ’ New York, NY
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ORDERS TO GO
% 914-578-9615
RVICE

Ralphie’s Diner - Deli

THREE LOCATIONS OPEN FOR
BREAKFAST * LUNCH
Hugh E hile Funerad Home, Inc.
8 REMSEN AVE.
MONSEY, NY. DENISE AND RALPH
NYACK, N. Y. COMGERS, N. Y.
Robert L. Tietz, Pres. George A. Hawver COMPLIMENTS OF

NEW YORK PIONEER CLUB
New York, NY

Rudy Damonti

SERVING ALL FAITHS

ANNOUNCING THE NEW MODERN

HELLMAN
MEMORIAL

Compliments of nin GHAPELS . X;

SERVING THE JEWISH
COMMUNITIES OF

JOE HOLLAND AOCKLAND COUKTY
Rockland County Clerk 356_8600 Ta Same Yor

15 STATE STREET

Branches
1219 JEROME AVENUE
212-731-5100

Opening Fall of 1985
1652 CENTRAL PARK AVE.
YONKERS, NY



Jeadish mermorials

- . PERRUNA’S RESTAURANT
OfF rocklano, inc.
A Full Service Company 50 N. Main St.,
Offering Spring Valley, NY

MONUMENTS - MAUSOLEUMS - BRONZE MARKERS
FOOTSTONE MATCHING - INSCRIPTIONS - & ALL OTHER SERVICES
In All Cemeteries
Large Display On Premises ¢ Ample Parking

Open Mon. - Fri. e Eve. & Sun. By Appointment

15 STATE STREET
X SPRING VALLEY, N.Y.

¢ A 425_2256 LUCIANO’S MARKET

"
s Fed U bl e I 78 CHURCH STREET
n
g 1 BLEENST DE B o v SPRING VALLEY, NEW YORK
el & GUILD

MICHAEL J.

SCOTT-SORCE FUNERAL HOME ° g
% /4/&.4

108 WEST NYACK ROAD
WEST NYACK, NEW YORK

_ FUNERAL SERVICE INC
(914) 3564433 4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

24 5. MIDDLETOWN BD., NANUEY I 321 SOUTH MAM, MW avy

623-2266 634-6110
IN.NO. ROCKLAND AREA
T8 WUDSOR AVE., HAVERSTRAW I RTE. 9W, SYONY POINT
GEORGE M. HOLT 429'2123 786-3500
Funeral Home LICENSED DIRECTORS
) Michael J. Higgins
SOHZJ:;:Q::&\’S"}?& a':::’z : ‘IN-l'iq‘?im oo :!‘icha rd B.l.:oui
. ({4 ¢3 mmmy B. FHix

914 - 429 - 2159
AIR CONDITIONED o AMPLE PARKING AT ALL LOCATIONS
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RICHARD GARZIA BRENDA KOSSOVER
PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENT

THE PESNER AGENCY, INC.
251 NORTH MAIN STREET
SPRING VALLEY, NY 10977

914 - EL 6-3410

Scarr Funeral
Homes,IncC.

160 Orange Avenue
Suffern, New York

Established
1879

T. J. McGOWAN SONS

Funeral Home Inc.
133 BROADWAY, HAVERSTRAW, N.Y.

Frank P. McGowan

Peter V. Ramundo
Lic. Mgr., Pres.

Secretary, Treasurer

@lplzonso é‘ gjrown @orp

ALPHONSO E. BROWN. JR.
DIRECTOR

TELEPHONE 914/423-1911 -

1 LAWRENCE ST. rUNm

C’jj’rt'ng (pa”ey, %w CyorL 10977 m



EDMUND RACHEL WALTER DANKIEWICZ catEsNay

Director Director F 5 i
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Morirz FuneErar Home, Inc.
L. WiLBur MoriTZ, MGR.
Established 1934

BINDER-DRESCHER AGENCY, INC.

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL
SERVICES

24 SOUTH MAIN STREET

290 RTE. 303 348 DOCK ROAD SPRING VALLEY, NY 10977
TR ik T
359-0890 7684200
KAZY'S COFFEE SHOP
63 E. Eckerson Rd. Spring Valley, NY
(914) 425-6366
T SPRING VALLEY
TRAVIS MONUMENTS, INC. - FLORIST
Nyack, NY Suffern, NY

Specializing in
Wedding, Anniversary

FINE MEMORIALS — A FAMILY
TRADITION FOR THREE GENERATIONS

e FOR YOUR MAILING NEEDS (201) 664-0176
® FINE OFFSET PRINTING
e ART SERVICE & LAYOUTS

A. MARGUERITE & EFREIN TORRES

324 North Main Street
Spring Valley, New York 10977

FOR QUALITY MINDED PEOPLE
364 HILLSDALE AVE. HILLSDALE, N.J. 07642




